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Length: 8.748 m. Type of route: Landscape - Architectural
Unevenness: 175 m. Itinerary: On foot




ETXEBARRIA

PR-BI 149
THE INTEREST OF THE ROUTE

This route starts from Etxeberria´s town centre, close to the town hall and next to the church, and it offers a walk through Urko´s river valley. From there, we can visit places like an ancient recovered milestone oven, Ansoatogi palace, several farmhouses and two hermitages San Martin and Santa Kurutze. Everything is surrounded by a rural landscape among pine tress, fields and some leafy grounds, like the zone’s vegetation testimony. However, the most singular are the three grouped granaries that can be seen along the route in the Galarza de Etxeberria area of the town.

DESCRIPTION

1
The itinerary starts frorm the town hall square, close to the Urko river, and on this place a turn of direction is made. The route continues the fluvial upstream, by a pedestrian that leads us to a bike-line entrance. This entrance is an ancient path known as andabide, a path that was used to take a died person from the farmhouse to the cemetery. The route follows the bike-line towards Markina, through a soft and easy walk, in the bounding of a rural and industrial world. We pass through the Ansoategi palace until we come to Munibe, a place where we abandon the bike-line to take a path on the left. It’s In a height of a grotto, where a virgin’s image is kept. 

2

The path links with a path that surrounds the Munibe country house and follows to the left side. In this spot it links with the PR Bi-23. That is marked with buoys. These marks go uphill until the Erlatx larmhoose, and follow among pine trees until the Barenda farmhouse. From its surroundings we can go uphill until San Martin hermitage, that is located in an enjoyable and carefully treated landscape. The path comes into Irunbeñe farmhouse where the first granary of the route is located. We go downhill to the road that joins Markina with Eibar, where we can contemplate the most visited granary of Biscay, the Ibarguen granary.

3

We cross the road to continue by an asphalt path that goes uphill, following the marks of PR, towards Kalamua. We pass by a farmhouse called Arriaga, that it’s also got another granary, in order to follow among plantation of young pines until an enclosure, whole the path splits into two. In this spot the PR BI-23 is abandoned to turn to the left until we link with another going downhill path, that follows also to the left. The path guides us to the Etxarte farmhouse, which is located close to Santikurutz, hermitage. From Etxarte we take the path to the right, passing by several farmhouses and the Urrusolo mill, just close to the main road. This road follows to the right until the starting point of the pedestrian road.
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MUNIBE PALACE
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This is the most overwhelming building in the artistic-historical heritage of the town. The palace is surrounded by a park and disposes a horse breeding establishment, slaugheter house, guard´s house, and rests of the ancient Munibe tower located closed to the river. Nowadays it looks more like a farmhouse and the Pilar hermitage, only preserves its belfry. The main building is located in the highest zone of the country house and was constructed towards 1700. Adolfo Urquijo bought it at the end of the XIX centyry, which ordered a complete renovation of it, becoming the actual building. It´s an eclectically style palace, that follows ironworks models with baroque style elements. It is a square layout with two heights and five shafts on its gaps. In the first floor there is a terrace with balustrades of stone and framed by two shields of Ybarra-Urquijo, Gutierrez de Cabiedes and Goicoechea. Nowadays is the property of the BBV Foundation.
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SAN ANDRES CHURCH

The parish temple dedicated to San Andres apostle is from the XIV century. Although it was reformed and enlarged in the XVI and XVII century, epoch which belongs to the dome and tower. It was foundered by the Barroeta family, which enjoyed of burial in the presbytory. In the Interior of this baroque style church is shown the major baroque altarpiece and the oleos over the bronze plate of the XIX century, donated by the founder family.

MAÑOZKA PALACE
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It is a neo-classical style palace of the end of the XVIII century that was buiLt over an ancient tower-house of the XV century. The origins of this country house are In Juan Mañozca, an archiepiscopal of Mexico between from 1643 to 1653 and Jose Santos Mañozca was martyrdom and killed when he was the bishop ot Cuba in the XVIII century.

PEDESTRIAN ROAD
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A pedestrian road of about 2300 metres long, joins the towns of Markina and Etxebarria, following the river curse of Urko that eases the strolling by a pleasant surrounding and smooth sloppy land, making an easy track. Its origins are in the ancient real path that joined these two populations. The main interesting points are the following ones: Mañozka palace, the Ansoategi complex, in which surroundings are recovered the rests of an ancient tile and the Munibe palace. Even it’s got the attractiveness of strolling through the river bank, by a flat stretch of an Atlantic farm landscape dotted by fields and farmhouses.

SANTIKURUTZ HERMITAGE
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This is a rectangular layout building with plastered stonework walls and covered to four waters. It presents a belfry of an ended gap with a stone cross. It’s got two accesses with hall-pointed arch, two windows of stone horizontal beams and a loophole. The dome and the choir are made of wood. It seems that in ancient times there was a brotherhood in this hermitage. In 1978 was restored, after suffering a fire that destroyed the portico and a part of the roof.

ANTSOTEGI

A palace, a mill and a foundry form the Antsoategi complex. The palace is a baroque style building of the end of the XVII century, and the beginning of XVIII century, restored over an anterior building. It is constructed in stonework and masonry, and lights the façade by a shield of the Antsotegi, where figures the Calatrava´s order cross. Its believed that this shield comes from Andres Antsotegi, knight of that order.
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Close to the ancient foundry and the location of the mlii, today converted in rural hotel. It´s preserved not only most of the original structure, but also the instaltation used for the mill. Long ago the mill, the ditch and the channel were associated with the palace. The foundry was already mentioned in some scripts of 1413. In this epoque in which it is developed a specialised industry area, making harnesses and armours, as it is reflected thanks to the great amount of foundries of that area. The Antsotegi mill was even working in the XVIII century, surpassing the crisis that was produced in the iron industry upon the second middle of the XVI century, due to the consequence of the introduction of a new iron production system by high ovens in Europe.

URRUSOLO MILL
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This mill preserves not only the hydraulic InstallatIons but the ones needed for the grain grinding. It Includes two wheels made of millstones, one for the corn and the other for the wheat that thanks to it, has been working until recent times.

SAN MARTIN HERMITAGE
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Nowadays it’s in a good state of conservation, because It was restored after having suffered a fire in 1982, built using stonework and plastered masonry. It presents two accesses, one with a pointed arch and another with half-pointed arch, and presents a belfry made of stone with a bell, of two reduced arched windows and four loopholes.

The portico has got a semi-detached bench and a stone ovulated shape table, that were used in town council meetings, that were celebrated in ancient times. Its festivities celebrated in the first Sunday of July, with a sung mass and popular open-air dance. In ancient times people used to go in rogatlon, blessing salt end water, and once mixed it were used to sprinkle the orchards with holy water. People used to ask Sant Martin favours to take headaches away and Ondarroa´s mariners used to come in penitence to this hermitage.

Nowadays it is a very well treated place with a wide camp where trees such as, ash tree, laurel, mock orange and others grow.

IBARGÜEN GRANARY
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Four rectangular beams of limestone of 2 metres high support this granary with its four wheels made of the same material. One stair made of frontal stone chews getting to the first floor that is divided to keep safe and in an ordered form the different products or fruits, it’s got a loft supported by five hand-carved wood beams, and all of them are preserved. It presents four sculpted openings securing the permanent ventilation of food. Possibly it is the best-preserved granary of all Biscay, being the only one that enclosures the beams by themselves.
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ETXEBARRIA

Mitxalante

Proiektu hau 2003«2004ko euskal udalerrietako Agenda
21en Tokiko Ekintza Planak sustatzeke-programan
sartuta dago, eta Lurralde Antolamendu eta Ingurumen
Sail guntza izan du, IHOBE, S.A. Ingurumen
ifako Sozietate publikoaren bidez.

Proyecto incluido dentro del Programa de Fomento de
los Planes de Accifn:logal 21 en los municipios vascos
2003-2004, con la colaboracion del Departamento-de
Ordenacion del territorio y Medio Ambiente del Gobierno

Vasco, a través de su Sociedad Piblica de Gestion
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