	Routes

Aulesti, from chapel to chapel
[image: image1.png]



Iluntzar
[image: image2.png]



Urregarai-Bedartzandi
[image: image3.png]



From Aulesti to Oiz
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	This is the best route to see the town and its neighbourhoods. We will start our journey in Aulesti´s main square, in front of the church of San Juan Bataiatzailea (it is worth visiting it as well). We will go across the town until we reach the chapel of San Blas. From there, we will take the road to Gernika close to the pelota court, and we will head towards the Urriola neighbourhood.
Following that road, before reaching Maria Madalena´s chapel, we will arrive at a green area, and to the right we will see an tiny old bridge. According to local legends, laminas, Basque mythological creatures which had the body of a woman and a bird´s feet, used to live in that river, which is also called Lamin. The legend has it that a woman from a farm nearby found a lamina´s gold hair brush, and that she took it home. Apparently, on the next morning the lamina turned up in her kitchen, asking the woman her brush back.
On the junction after Maria Madalena´s chapel, we will turn right to go to the Urriola neighbourhood. After visiting it, we will take the road on the bottom-right side, till we arrive at the path that leads to the Zubero neighbourhood. We will also take some time to see this area.
From Zubero we will go to San Lorentzo, and from there we will take the path that will take us to the Malats neighbourhood. This path runs parallel to the road.
There are plenty of things to see in Malats: the cross near Salutregi farm (called the Anerreka Cross), San Martin´s chapel, Agarre farm on the way to Bedartzandi, the trough just before the farm...
From this neighbourhood we will head for the field between Urregarai and Bedartzandi mountains, going up the hill after Agarre farm, following the space that the electricity wires open. In the fields we will see the refuge, the bar, the bowling alley, the fountain, the trough and the resting area, as well as Santa Eufemi´s chapel. Afterwards, we will go down the field to Bedartzandi. From there we will be able to see Amoroto, Gizaburuaga and other areas. We will then take the popular GR-38.1 path, turning away from it next to Lauzirika farm in Markina. We will head towards the Goierri neighbourhood through the less popular PR BI-26 path. From Goierri we will come down to Aulesti´s town centre.
Once in town, at least if we still feel like it and can manage it, we will continue along the PR BI-26 path; in the Garaurre neighbourhood we will go to Masti farm, and from the foot of Ilunzar hill we will head towards the Narea neighbourhood. In Narea we will see San Bixente´s chapel. The promontory of Goitia farm is also there. From here we will descend to the town centre.
From Aulesti we will head for the area called Murla (in the Ibarrola neighbourhood). There stands the chapel of San Juan Burumoztua, the first parish of Murelaga. From there, taking the road to Usoaga, we will reach San Paulo´s chapel near Garatxaga farm. After visiting it, we will go back.
And finally we will see San Anton´s chapel. It stands on the neighbourhood with the same name, to the left of the road to Lekeitio. 
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	This mountain pass is on the left side of the river Lea (looking in the direction of the river´s flow). The pass belongs to Nabarriz, but the foot of the hill holds many towns (Aulesti, Gizaburuaga, Amoroto, Ispaster, Nabarriz and Ereño).
How to get there: access by car is not possible, but there are many pedestrian paths. We can, for instance, leave the car in Narea and ascend along Lexarra Goikoa farm. Another possibility is to go to the Garaurre neighbourhood, then to Masti farm and to continue on foot from there onwards. There are, anyway, many other routes that lead you there, as for example Gizaburua, Nabarriz... 
This hill holds Iluntzar cave, Lezate and many other caves. Lezate is high up in the hill, surrounded by a fence; it is very deep and has water at the bottom. The other cave is much lower, it stands on the road from Aulesti to Lekeitio. Until a few years ago, Aulesti´s water supply used to be drawn from here. There are lots and lots of caves in this hill, and all of them contain water. In fact, the hill is full of subterranean streams.
There are also wonderful views. To the north you can see the coast; to the South, the hills of Arno; to the south-east, Bedartzandi and Urregarai; to the south, Oiz mountain and the Lea valley; to the south-west the Gorbea area, Sierra Salbada and the mountains of Ordunte; and to the west, Sollube and Ereñozar hills and the estuary of Gernika. 
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	Both mountains are in Aulesti, but a part of Urregarai or Santa Eufemi mountains belongs to Markina.
How to get there: There are two ways, the most popular of which is the following: go to the Lekoiz mountain pass through the road from Aulesti to Markina, and turn left at the junction There is another possibility, going from Markina, but it is not used as much and a special vehicle is needed.
Apart from these roads, there are many pedestrian routes to get there, such as the one called Santa Eufemia´s passacaglia, which is adequately signposted.
Through these routes and paths, we get straight to Santa Eufemi´s field. There we have the resting area of Santa Eufemi (with tables, chairs etc.). From this field we can either go to Bedartzandi or to Urregarai mountain. Santa Eufemi´s chapel is at the top of Urregarai mountain.
The GR 38.1 popular path also goes through this area; starting from Lekoiz, it leads to the Field of Urregarai and reaches the top of Bedartzandi mountain, and then goes towards Markina.
Santa Eufemi´s chapel also gives its name to the mountain, and many people call it Santa Eufemia rather than Urregarai. The local feast is celebrated on September the 16th or on the following Sunday. As mentioned already, there is a resting area between the two mountains, which contains bowling alleys, a refuge, three bars (which open at certain seasons only), tables, chairs, fountains, troughs, barbecues etc. The peaks of both mountains are near the resting area and have similar views: to the north-east Otoio and Tontorramendi hills, and behind them the sea; to the south-east Urko and Kalamua; to the south-west Kanpona and Arrola hills, and underneath the Malats neighbourhood; behind them Ereinozar, Burretxagana and Iluntzar. 
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	We will start in the centre of Aulesti town toward the neighborhood Urriola. After passing the area of Muxo we will arrive to the neighborhood Zeinka in Bolibar. 
From here, we will continue taking the G.R.38.1 marked route until arriving to the summit of Oiz. 


