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CENARRUZA COLLEGIATE CHURCH

Tradition dates the foundation of this church in the 10th century. Legend assures us that on Ascension Day in 968, when the faithful were attending Holy Mass in the church of Saint Lucy of Garay, an eagle made off with a skull from one of the tombs in the church. To the astonishment of the gathering, the eagle deposited the skull in a bush, indicating the location of the Cenarruza religious complex. Ever since, Cenarruza´s coat of arms has borne an eagle with a skull in its claws.

Cenarruza´s church was rebuilt and extended by Gonzalo de Mena, Bishop of Calahorra. The Constitutions that would govern the abbey were annunced in 1380.

Pedro Martinez de Markina became the first Abbot of Cenarruza in 1380. Many abbots succeeded him until 1838. The most illustrious Abbot was Diego de Irusta (1485-1563).

[image: image2.jpg]


On October 15, 1954, the monument was partly destroyed by fire. The old hospital, the abbot´s new house, and the settlers´houses next to the cloister were burned to the ground. The cloister was also damaged. After the fire, the appearance of the whole complex changed.

After the fire and three years of abandon, the Collegiate Church was renovated and occupied by Cistercian monks from the monastery of Oliva.

Currently, Saint Mary´s Collegiate Church of Cenarruza, the only one that has existed in the Basque country, has been declared a Basque National Monument.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COMPLEX

The Collegiate Church of Cenarruza comprises a series of buildings that took the shape of a four-sided, irregular polygon. The complex includes a college church, a cloister, an inn, the abbot´s new house, the settlers´houses, the east door and the west door, the abbot´s old house, the old canons´ houses, and the yard.

THE COLLEGE CHURCH
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Cenarruza´s College Church lacks a uniform style. Considering the floor plan, which has not changed, and the supports, it could be dated back to the end of the 14th century. Overall, although some newer elements have been added, the current buiding belongs to the end of the 15th century (Biscay´s second Gothic period).

· The portico. Located on the south side of the college church, the portico was built by Pedro de Horma in 1561.

The floor was covered in flagstones, with tombstones among some of them.

The current floor is made of new stone. The portico´s roof was renovated in 1981-1983.
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The door. The door to the temple is deeply flared and probably belongs to 1500. however, the Saviour seated in the spandrel between by two musician angels, is very archaic and may be the oldest element in the building.

Of all the rural Gothic façades in Biscay, Cenarruza´s is the most interesting one due to the originality of its iconography.
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The main altarpiece. It belongs to the 16th century. It comprises a predella, two stories and an attic. The entire altarpiece rests on a high, Baroque pew.

Seven of the twelve Apostles are sculpted on the predella. The Virgin of Cenarruza is in the centre of the first floor. The sculpture belongs to the end of the 14th century or beginnings of the 15th century. A panel to her left depicts the Nativity of Our Lord and a panel to her right depicts the Epiphany.
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A chapel of Our Lady of Sorrow is on one of the apse´s five walls, closed off by a Plateresque gate. It has a tierceron vault with straight tracery. The tomb and the coat of arms of the founder, Abbot Irusta (1485-1563) are on the back wall.

THE CLOISTER
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Stonemason Martín Bolivar mentioned the cloister in 1560. Upon his death, Juan Olate finished the work Bolivar began.

The cloister is a square building divided into four sections separated by simple columns with Athenian bases. The ground floor has four round arches and the second floor, four segmental arches. In between there are fleur de lys crosses and pilgrim´s scallop shells.
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In the cloister there is a tomb that could have belonged to the original church. It has geometric designs, borders and its hoseshoe arch carries a cross that reveals its Visigoth origin.
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· THE INN. The Cenarruza Hospital, now non-existent, was earlier than the period when the abbot and the canons were obliged to maintain it. The destitute who were ill and in dire straits were cared for there. During the Middle Ages, the building was a refuge for pilgrims from all over Europe who were headed for Santiago de Compostela.

· THE ABBOT´S “NEW HOUSE”. This house also disappeared in the fire of 1954. It was built in 1782 by Arzadun, the architect. It adjoined the south wall of the cloister, to which it had access.

· THE SETTLERS´ HOUSES. Adjoining the north wall of the cloister and hospital, they disappeared in the 1954 fire.

· THE EAST DOOR. This was the main door to the Collegiate Church. Made of ashlar with rounded arches. The central keystone carries the coat of arms of the Múgica and Butrón families, which consists of a crossed band upheld by two dragons and two small shields with three sashes at the top and the bottom of the crossed bands.

· THE WEST DOOR. Adjoining one end of the hospital, it no longer belongs to the rest of the building. Like the east door, it too bears the coat of arms of the Múgica and Butrón families.

· THE FORMER ABBOT´S HOUSE. Facing south, the house opens on to the vestry and the canon´s houses. The Collegiate College´s coat of arms is located above the western entrance door. It comprises an eagle carrying a skull in its claws.

· THE PATIO. The east door and the west door lead to the patio where the festivities in honour of the Ascension of Our Lady of Saint Roque are held on August 15 and 16.

VISITING HOURS

Monday to Saturday: 10:15 am to 13:30 pm and 4 pm to 7 pm. Sundays: Mass at noon.

