ISPASTER

A ROUTE THROUGH HISTORY AND MONUMENTS
Ispaster is the centre of the Ispaster municipality. It could be considered as belonging to the 19th century, although there is no evidence of much earlier occupation. It comprises a small, rectangular square with a church nd a mansion at both ends and a series of neoclassical houses and taverns with houses at the back along the sides. A narrow street lined with rows of houses gives onto the square, making the centre look similar to a town.

These groups of farmhouses are dispersed throughout the countryside. Some of the more important ones are Barainka, Mendasona, Goiherri, Solarte, Kortazar, Zatika, Artika, Kurtziaga and Gardata.

SAN MIGUEL CHURCH

This 15th century church is a perfect example of a single aisle Renaissance temple. The shape of the apse can be seen on the outside of the church, as well as the high chapels between the buttresses. Inside, four windows in the centre of the two first sections llight the church. A round archway under the tower gives access to the church.

The outside of the building is a vertable box of grey liestone masonry, with two buttresses on the outside of the apse. A covered porch surrounds the entire church.

Towards he end of the church, the tower with its four tiers stands out from the façade. The lower tier is built on top of four pillars, and the bells are on the fourth tier, topped by four pinnacles. The second tier has two lintelled windows, and here is a clock on the third tier.

The steeple disappeared in 1860, when it was hit by lightening that also destroyed part of the roof, the master wall, part of the vault, the choir and the organ. Then the church was rebuilt, a neoclassic tower replaced the steeple.

Inside the church you will find a large Baroque altarpiece by José Eguskiza and an even more valuable wooden, polychrome altarpiece in the “Romanist” style.

SAINT MARTIN HERMITAGE (15TH CENTURY)

A solitary Gothic hermitage with a semple rectangular structure and a gabled roof. In one of the side walls there is a pointed door with engravings of several crosses. The masonry hermitage also has two loopholes and a lintelled window, and an opening with a bell, finshing witha cross, with corner ashlar-work. The statue of Saint Martin was lost in a fire in 1984. The hermitage was restored in 1985.

The hermit´s dwelling is added on to the back of the hermitage.

THE SANTIAGO HERMITAGE

A large, rectangular Gothic hermiage with a gabled roof. It has thick masonry walls with two pointed arch entry doors. Besides the arched doors, there are also two loopholes and two lintelled windows. Under the roof, an opening on one of the side walls holds a bell. The masonry hermitage has corner ashlar-work. In the Renaissance, some renovations took place but they did not interfere with the overall appearance of the hermitage.

THE TOWN HALL

A masonry building with liberal use of corner ashlar-work, windows and segmented arch that leads to the covered porch, where the local tavern is located. The main façade has three stories, with three rows of windows. It was built in 1817, with several constructions added on at a later date.

Over the balcony there is an inscription that reads, “Yspaster Town Hall, built in 1813 as a millitary hospital for the Biscay Volunteers and burned down by the French for that reason. Rebuilt by Ispaster in 1817”.

THE ARANA MANSION

A classic Baroque country mansion, with a good ashlar façade framed by two towers on either side, that is accessed through an arched porch, similar to 18th century farmhouses. Actually, the mansion is the extension of a Gothic farmhouse built in 1500. It still preserves a Gothic door at the rear. The mansion was the birthplace of Jacinto Arana, inquisitor and bishop of Zamora.

THE ZUBIETA MANSION

Located at the edge of the Lea River marsh, the mansion is close to Lekeitio.

Built by Martin Zaldua, the mansion was built around a central patio, and two austere towers flank its front façade. It is one of the best samples of what the luxurious Baroque mansions were like on the Cantabrian coast. A splendid garden surrounds the mansion.

The first archeological remains were found in the Kobeaga II and Kobeaga I caves. The former was occupied by a small group dedicated to a highly important activity during the Mesolithic Period: fishing. Research undertaken by Apellaniz in 1973 dates this site, populated by gatherers of mollucs, back to circa 3,500 B.C.

The second cave, Kobeaga I, located near the first cave, was used as a burial site during the Bronze Age.

The are other unexcavated sites in the area, such as Otoio´ko Jentilkoba, Iparretxeko Jentilkoba and Urtiaga.

The first documents that mention Ispaster were written in 1334, in an Order of Alfonso XI.

Labayru tells us that, before acquiring the status of a town in 1325, Lekeitio comprised what would later become the towns of Berriatua, Amoroto, Mendexa, Ispaster, Gizaburuaga and part of Bedarona.

THE AIXEDER MILL

A windmill constructed by Pedro Villareal of Berriz in 1729, after a long drought that paralysed the watermills in the region.

The mill was short-lived, since it only functioned until 1745. Today, none of its machinery is left, but the stone tower still stands and has been turned into a dwelling.

THE AIXPE AURREKOA FARMHOUSE

A Gothic farmhouse built during the first quarter of the 16th century, with a wooden framework and a façade in three sections. The middle section has a covered porch, while the two side sections are made of masonry with small pointed arches for ventilation.

Although it has been renovated, the farmhouse has kept its historical structure intact. It is still the oldest farmhouse in the region.

